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private war remained long after the king's justice had
succeeded to the justice of the folk, and the king's courts
had become well-organized and powerful institutions.
Sometimes we find recognition of this in the laws
themselves. Thus the great emperor Frederick L, in
an important and solemn regulation for the preservation
of the peace of his dominions, ureserved to every one a
right to do justice to himself, provided he gave three
days' notice to his adversary1."

The feudal System lent itself readily to the practice
of private war; and where the central authority was
weak, the feuds of the barons deluged the country with
blood. The vassals, as well as the relations, of the
injured man were bound to help him in his quarrel, and,
as the same obligation existed in the case of the
aggressor, considerable forces were often arrayed on
either side. In France, where the kings had little power
to restrain their great feudatories, an elaborate code
sprang up for the regulation of private war2. It might
be resorted to only when such crimes as the tribunals
would punish with death had been committed. The
injured person could demand the aid of all his relations
to the fourth degree. A refusal to obey the summons
was equivalent to a renunciation of relationship, and all
the rights of succession to property which it implied.
Vassals were bound to follow their lord in private as
well as in public war, but the blood feud did not attach
to them personally. As soon as the period of service in
the field was over they were free to return to their homes,
and they could not be attacked except while on actual
duty. Before hostilities began, a formal declaration of

3 Ward, History of the Law of Nations, Vol. I. p. 361, note.
2 Ibid. p. 348, et scq.